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Preparatory Country Day School has im-
mersed its students in outstanding academic 
programs and provided a strong, supportive 
community. Like New York City, the school 
has opened its doors to students from all over 
the world, representing an array of cultures, 
languages and traditions. That commitment to 
diversity speaks volumes about Poly Prep’s il-
lustrious history. 

The school’s 150th anniversary provides a 
hallmark for reflection on Poly Prep’s tireless 
efforts to provide a diverse and educationally 
sound environment which has led its students 
to academic success. Therefore, on behalf of 
the U.S. House of Representatives, I con-
gratulate the Polytechnic Preparatory Country 
Day School on the occasion of its 150th anni-
versary—its Sesquicentennial—for its efforts 
toward educational excellence and providing 
an environment that is as diverse and rich in 
experience and tradition as New York City 
itself.
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OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 9, 2005

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great pleasure that I rise to congratulate my 
constituent, Dara Feldman, on receiving the 
2005 Disney Teacher Award. The award was 
given in recognition of her creativity, innova-
tive teaching methods, and ability to inspire 
her students. 

Ms. Feldman, a kindergarten teacher at 
Garrett Park Elementary School, is being rec-
ognized for her efforts in the areas of Early 
Childhood Education. Her commitment to 
teaching results in a creative, high-tech kinder-
garten where children learn about the wonder 
of the world in which they live. Ms. Feldman 
hosts internet exchanges between her kinder-
garten students and kindergartners in other 
parts of the world. This year, her students cor-
responded with students in Southeast Asia 
who were victims of last December’s tsunami. 

Ms. Feldman’s creativity and dedication to 
teaching have made her one of only 45 hon-
orees selected from more than 50,000 nomi-
nations worldwide. Teachers like Dara Feld-
man are making profound contributions to the 
future of our country and provide a beautiful 
example of how America’s teachers can excel. 

I applaud Dara Feldman and wish her con-
tinued success in the years ahead.
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INTRODUCTION OF THE HIGHER 
EDUCATION FOR FREEDOM ACT 
OF 2005

HON. THOMAS E. PETRI 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 9, 2005

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing the Higher Education for Freedom Act. 
This legislation establishes a competitive grant 
program making available funds to institutions 
of higher education, centers within such insti-
tutions, and associated nonprofit foundations. 
These grants would promote progams focused 
on the teaching and study of traditional Amer-

ican history, free institutions, and the history 
and achievements of Western Civilization at 
both the graduate and undergraduate level, in-
cluding those that serve students enrolled in 
K–12 teacher education programs. 

Several years ago I was involved in a con-
gressional effort to highlight the decline in his-
torical and civic literacy among American col-
lege students. This effort led to the unani-
mous, bicameral passage of S. Con. Res. 129 
which stated, in part, that ‘‘the historical illit-
eracy of America’s college and university 
graduates is a serious problem that should be 
addressed by the Nation’s higher education 
community.’’

Given the increased threat to American 
ideals in the trying times in which we live, it is 
easy to see how the lack of historical and civic 
literacy among today’s college students has 
become a more pressing issue. Nevertheless, 
most of the Nation’s colleges and universities 
no longer require United States history or sys-
tematic study of Western civilization and free 
institutions as a genetal prerequisite to grad-
uation, or for completing a teacher education 
program. 

I believe it is time for Congress to take a 
more active role in addressing this matter. Our 
country’s higher education system must do a 
better job of providing the basic knowledge 
that is essential to full and informed participa-
tion in civic life and to the larger vibrancy of 
the American experiment in self-government, 
binding together a diverse people into a single 
Nation with common purposes.
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A TRIBUTE TO DR. JOON BANG 

HON. EDOLPHUS TOWNS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, June 9, 2005

Mr. TOWNS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to acknowl-
edge Dr. Joon Bang. Dr. Bang is President of 
the Korean American Youth Foundation, a 
non-profit organization dedicated to improving 
the lives of Korean American youth. He has 
been involved since 1993 with Foundation. 

The Foundation’s mission is to help Korean 
American youth develop a positive, healthy 
identity through self-awareness, career plan-
ning, and mentoring. Every year, the Founda-
tion sponsors an essay contest titled ‘‘What 
America Means to Me’’ for Korean American 
youth that awards college scholarships to the 
winners. In 2001 the Foundation collaborated 
with WNET Channel 13 to expand the contest 
to include young people of all backgrounds. 

The Foundation raises money to create an 
annual career forum for Asian American youth 
presented by the Flushing branch of the 
YWCA and the Korean American Network. It 
also sponsors Korean cultural events and per-
formances for the community that attracts per-
formers from across the country. Dr. Bang is 
also a member of the Advisory Board for 
Youth Affairs for the Institute of Korean-Amer-
ican Studies, Inc. (ICAS in Philadelphia). 

Dr. Bang has devoted his time to intro-
ducing positive images of the Korean Amer-
ican community to the metropolitan area 
through public television. In 1994, he founded 
‘‘Korean Friend’s of Channel 13’’ and served 
as president until 1999. In this capacity, he 
helped WNET Channel 13 develop a number 
of fundraising events to assist the March 1999 

production of ‘‘Korean American Spirits,’’ a 
documentary featuring the lives of Korean 
Americans in the tri-state area. The program 
raised more than $140,000 for public broad-
casting. For his contributions, Dr. Bang was 
named the 1997 recipient of the National 
Friends of Public Broadcasting and Elaine Pe-
terson Distinguished Service Award. 

Dr. Bang was born in Korea and graduated 
from the Medical College, Seoul National Uni-
versity, in Seoul, Korea in 1970. He came to 
the United States in 1973 and became a 
board-certified internist in 1978. He is an inter-
nist at the New York Methodist Hospital in 
Brooklyn. 

Dr. Bang is the recipient of the 2001 Caring 
for Children Award. Mr. Speaker, Dr. Joon 
Bang has continuously demonstrated through 
his humanitarian efforts to improve the lives of 
the people in his community that he is more 
than worthy of our recognition today.
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IN RECOGNITION OF THE FOURTH 
ANNUAL CELEBRATION OF 
WOMEN IN THE LAW 

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, June 9, 2005

Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the state of New York’s fourth an-
nual Celebration of Women in the Law. On 
May 25th, 10 Western New York women were 
honored for their outstanding contributions to 
the bench and the bar. The event, hosted by 
the state’s Gender and Racial Fairness Com-
mittee, is both inspiring and heartening. I 
would humbly like to submit brief descriptions 
of the careers of some of these remarkable 
women to the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD. I hope 
all of the honorees are proud of their achieve-
ments; I know that I am proud to serve as 
their representative in Congress. 

Genevieve Capizzi has come a long way 
since starting out as a clerical assistant in the 
Buffalo City court 27 years ago. Due to her 
perseverance and strong work ethic, she is 
currently the principal administrative assistant 
for the 8th Judicial district. In 2003 Ms. 
Capizzi was awarded the Office of Court Ad-
ministration’s Quality Service Award for her 
leadership and service. 

Chautauqua county Family Court Judge Ju-
dith Claire graduated from SUNY at Buffalo 
Law School and has become a pioneer for 
women in the legal profession in Western New 
York. Not only was Judge Claire the only prac-
ticing female attorney in the Chautauqua 
county when she first arrived in 1978, but in 
1999 Judge Claire became the first and only 
woman to be elected to a countywide judge-
ship. In 2004 she was appointed to New York 
State Family Court Advisory and Rules com-
mittee that helps formulate policy and rec-
ommends amendments to state laws. 

Helen Ferraro-Zaffram is concentrated in the 
practice of elder-law. Ms. Ferraro-Zaffram pre-
viously held a position as a staff attorney for 
legal services for the elderly, disabled and dis-
advantage of New York. Helen was nominated 
for this award by Supreme Court justices who 
recognized her tireless efforts on behalf of the 
elderly. 

Ilene Fleischmann leads a busy life serving 
as the associate dean of the University of Buf-
falo Law School. She is the editor of the UB 
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